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The mission of Back 2 School Illinois is to create and support educational

opportunities that enrich the lives of Illinois children.

Every $19 donation allows us to provide one more underserved child
with their own Back 2 School supplies kit. 

Donate Today !

Purchase Your September 23
Gala Tickets Today

Magical Evening with a Purpose

Please join us for this special event that is guaranteed to be an amazing evening
filled with good food and an open bar, silent auction, wine pull, and an afterparty
featuring a coffee and dessert bar. Plus, live music! It’s a great opportunity to
connect with old friends and make some new ones. It will also inspire. All the
money raised that night will help support Back 2 School programming and make
sure kids in need have school supplies.

If you are unable to join us, then we hope you will consider making a donation so
that we can help even more children. Every $19 contribution pays for one more
Back 2 School supplies kit, which makes a big difference to the child and family
that receive it.

https:
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?id=17&name=E160687&_gl=1*1l3hrly*_ga*OTIyOTk4Mzg0LjE2MjE1NDEwNjk.*_ga_GE1RVRL2Q8*MTYyMzk2MDI5My40Mi4wLjE2MjM5NjAyOTMuMA..


Buy your Gala Tickets TODAY!

7,000 Kids Are Smiling Thanks
to Your Support

Chicagoland Build-A-Kit &
Distribution Event a Big Success

It was an amazing day because by the time it was over, 7,000 kids from financially
struggling families in the city and suburbs will be able to go back to school with a
complete set of school supplies. Our Chicagoland Build-A-Kit & Distribution event,
hosted by the Rauner Family YMCA was a hit thanks to a lot of hard-working
volunteers who helped unload three semi-trucks full of Back 2 School kits and
assembled 1,000 of our kits from scratch. They also wrote “Notes of Inspiration"
which get put into the kits and serve to further boost the self-confidence of the
children receiving them. Plus, all the kits were filled with a special healthy treat
courtesy of Whole Foods Market, which served as one of the event sponsors along
with Office Depot. While many kits were handed out to kids from the local
community, the rest were picked up and taken to over 40 YMCAs and local
schools.

https://www.betterunite.com/back2schoolillinois-back2schoolillinoisgala2021


CIBC Steps Up in a Big Way
Bank Adopts School and Provides Back 2 School Kits

CIBC is one of our major corporate supporters and also participates in our Build-A-
Kit program each year. For 2021 they opted to assemble kits at two schools whose
students could surely use the free school supplies. On August 6, volunteers from
the bank came together at Our Lady of Tepeyac in the Little Village neighborhood
to put together 363 of our Back 2 School kits. We can only imagine the faces of the
students when they walk into their classrooms on the first day of school and see
the amazing gift provided to them by the good people at CIBC. If you are interested
in adopting a school and providing them with Back 2 School kits, please contact us
at info@b2si.org.

Military Families Get Our Support
Kit Distributions Provide Key School Supplies

to Their Kids

mailto:info@b2si.org


In our continuing partnership with Operation Homefront, we are distributing Back 2
School kits at 18 military sites this year. In late July, we participated in a drive-thru
kit distribution at Scott Air Force Base. While volunteers, including those from the
Missouri USO, braved 90+ degree temperatures for more than three hours, nobody
complained. After all, having to endure a few hours under the scorching sun is
nothing compared to what these families have to deal with and the sacrifices they
make. You may or may not be aware but many of those that serve in the military
are not paid well. For instance, someone without a college degree and a family
might have a starting salary as low as $34,430 according to TodaysMilitary.com
(https://www.todaysmilitary.com/careers-benefits/salary-compensation).

In early August, we attended distributions at Camp Lincoln in Springfield and at the
182nd Air Wing in Peoria. During July and August we also gave our Back 2 School
kits at sites in Mt. Vernon, Joliet, Urbana, Decatur, Marion and more.

“We Appreciate Teachers” Contest Accepting
Applications Thru September 24

Celebrate Illinois Teachers and Their Return to the
Classroom

Teachers are the backbone of our education system. We should celebrate them

https://www.todaysmilitary.com/careers-benefits/salary-compensation


every day. Next time you see a teacher, thank them for their service. We know they
will appreciate the pat on their back. You can also celebrate them by nominating a
teacher for our 2021 “We Appreciate Teachers'' contest. The ten selected teachers
will receive Back 2 School kits for their classrooms, a gift basket for themselves,
and an evening at Dennis Bartolomei Salon.

Nominate a Teacher!

Companies Reunite For Team Building Event
1,000 Kits Assembled in Three Hours

We are not sure if we should be more impressed with the fact that these six
companies raised the funds to build 1,000 kits or the fact that they put them
together in a record three hours. Either way, we celebrate Belgravia Group, Maris
Construction, Sullivan Goulette & Wilson, Lincoln Title Company, bKL Architecture,
Kass Management Services and Pioneer Engineering & Environmental Services.
On July 26, more than 50 volunteers descended on the Rauner Family YMCA for
an evening Build-A-Kit event. And this is not their first rodeo. It all started back in
2016 when the Belgravia Group did their first Build-A-Kit with us. Over the years
they’ve added more partners and continued to demonstrate their commitment to us
and to kids in need.

https://b2si.org/we-appreciate-teachers-contest


         

https://www.facebook.com/Back2SchoolIllinois
http://www.twitter.com/Back2SchoolIL
http://instagram.com/back2schoolil
https://www.linkedin.com/company/back-2-school-illinois
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcQVbZeCLOcaI6o53xfQMtA

