
The mission of Back 2 School Illinois is to create and support educational
opportunities that enrich the lives of Illinois children.

January 2021 NEWSLETTER
For every $18 dollar donation you will help in our ongoing work to supply underserved Illinois children

with our signature Back 2 School supply kits throughout the school year.

Donate
Today

Hope for the Holidays Campaign Big Success 
Year-End Push Puts Kits in the Hands of Thousands

Thanks to you for all the donations we received during the holiday season. We
killed it by delivering 4,845 kits to thirty locations both far and wide and put hope
into the hearts of so many families.  
 
Check out this list of who got your kits: Chinese American Service League, Great
Lakes Naval Station, El Valor, The Resurrection Project, A Safe Haven, GADS Hill,
Syrian Community Network, UCAN, Great Lakes Naval Station, YWCA, South Side
YMCA, Indian Boundary YMCA, Middle Eastern Immigration & Refugee Alliance,
Safe N Sound YMCA, Buehler YMCA, Esperanza Community Services, Libby
Elementary School, Kelly Hall YMCA, Lake View YMCA, SAGE YMCA, High Ridge
YMCA, Crown Family Center YMCA, Rauner Family YMCA, Camp Duncan YMCA,
Mano a Mano Family Resource Center, Irving Park YMCA, McCormick YMCA,
Foglio YMCA, North Lawndale YMCA, and Youth Hope. 
 
You, yes you, made sure that close to 5,000 more kids from financially struggling
homes started 2021 with a fresh and complete set of school supplies! What a great
way to end a very challenging year. 

https:
https://b2si.org/take-action


Gabe Cooper
 Bar Mitzvah help for kids in need

Gabe Cooper, a 13-year-old from Lakeview, got Bar Mitzvah’d this past fall. For
those of you unfamiliar with this aspect of Judaism, it is the religious ritual and
celebration which marks the transition from boy to man. To mark the occasion,
Gabe, with the help of family and friends, decided to raise funds and host one of
our Build-A-Kit events in his home, or garage to be precise. Under his supervision,
the space was transformed into a mini-factory, with everyone working together to
assemble 100 Back 2 School kits with care and precision. 
 
Mitzvah, which loosely means a good dead from religious duty, is exactly what
Gabe accomplished with his Build-A-Kit. His commitment to the project and
diligence speaks volumes about this young man. Seeing someone so young
demonstrate a desire to give back and take charge is truly inspiring. 
 
Find out more information on doing a Build-A-Kit for a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, Boy or
Girl Scout project, or one for your company or organization.

 2021 College Scholarship Program Underway

https://www.google.com/search?q=Mitzvah&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS847US859&oq=Mitzvah&aqs=chrome..69i57.3304818j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://b2si.org/buildakit


March 1st Deadline to Apply
For the 2020-2021 academic year, the average price of tuition and fees will come
to $37,650 at private colleges. $10,560 at public colleges (in-state residents)
$27,020 at public colleges (out-of-state residents). Most students struggle to afford
tuition and leave college with tens of thousands of dollars of debt. That’s why we
are here to help.
 
Each year we provide $2,500 scholarships to deserving Illinois high school seniors
so they can attend college in the fall. Apply today. All applications must be received
or postmarked by March 1, 2021.

2021 College Scholarship Application

Meet some of our Super Volunteers
Give time and energy to help kids

https://b2si.org/college-sch


They continued to come, volunteer, and give help so we can help those kids in
need. Yes, even during a pandemic we here at Back 2 School Illinois have been
blessed to have some courageous and selfless volunteers come and lend a helping
hand. During these past few months, we have still needed to assemble kits and
write “Notes of Inspiration”. With social distancing and much care, hundreds of kits
have been assembled in our offices along with writing over one thousand “Notes of
Inspiration”. We have had a few volunteers each time - but in that group, a couple
of volunteers have shown up repeatedly and helped. A special thanks to Michael,
Landon, Shaun, Jenn, Paul, and Barbara. Thank you so much! 



Learn about how you can
volunteer

Thank You to Fred Blumenfeld
Over 10 years serving on our Board of Directors

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the staff of Back 2 School America, we
want to thank you for your ten years of service as a member of our Board. Your
involvement and support over the past ten years have helped the organization
award 58 college scholarships and distribute 279,088 Back 2 School kits containing
8,371,380 school supplies. You should take great pride in the fact that we have
been able to provide so many children with a shot at a better education. It’s a pretty
amazing feat to have had such a positive impact on so many kids and families.
 
Additionally, it is important to recognize the work of your firm, PBM&A. We are
extremely grateful for the contributions of your staff and the partners, who were
willing to handle our accounting, since the launch of the nonprofit back in 2010.
There is no way we would have been able to accomplish as much as we have
without the pro bono contributions.

https://b2si.org/employmentvolunteer-opportunities
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