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BACK 2 SCHOOL AMERICA TO GIVE THOUSANDS OF FREE SCHOOL SUPPLIES  
TO UNDERSERVED CHICAGO STUDENTS  

 
Non-Profit to Give Out 8,000 School Supply Kits at its Assembly-Line Style  

Build-A-Kit & Distribution Event on Wednesday 
 

WHAT:  On Wednesday, August 17, Back 2 School America (B2SA) a national nonprofit that provides 
thousands of underserved kids with free school supplies to help them succeed in the 
classroom, will host its largest school supply distribution event of the year at the Broadway 
Armory Park in Chicago. Over 8,000 Back 2 School kits, filled with more than 240,000 school 
supplies will be distributed at the day-long event.  

 
Six thousand of the already-assembled kits will be trucked in and given to representatives of 
dozens of YMCAs and community partners to disseminate to children in the Chicagoland 
area, ensuring that these underserved kids have the school supplies they need to begin the 
school year. Two thousand of the kits will be built from scratch at the event by volunteers, 
assembly-line style, and then also given to local YMCAs and partner organizations. And 
each kit recipient will also receive lunch courtesy of Nando’s. 
 

 Volunteers will also be on hand to write “Notes of Inspiration.” These notes of 
encouragement will be  included in the kits and serve to help boost the self-esteem of each 
recipient by letting them know there’s someone our their rooting for their success.  

 
At Wednesday’s event, B2SA will also give out its 10 millionth school supply (since its 
founding in 2007), which will be included in one of the kits given out, at a pre-determined 
time. The B2SA kit with the 10 millionth supply will be marked so that staff will know when 



 

 

it’s given to a student. There will be a photo op when this milestone is reached, which will 
include a cake and a special gift for the recipient of the B2SA kit with the 10 millionth school 
supply. 
  

 
WHEN:  Wednesday, August 17th | 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. 
 

§ 8:00am  Truck #1 with already-assembled Back 2 School kits arrives at Broadway 
Armory Park. Volunteers will unload and sort the assembled school supply kits.   

 
§ 8:00am - 12:00pm Volunteers begin building (assembly-line style) 2,000 of the kits 

from bulk school supplies. Each will contain approximately 30 school supplies that are 
age-appropriate for the recipient. 

 
§ 8:30am – 3:00pm Volunteers write “Notes of Inspiration” to go into each B2SI kit. 

 
§ 8:45am  Truck #2 with already-assembled Back 2 School kits arrives at Broadway 

Armory Park. Volunteers will unload and sort the assembled school supply kits.   
 

§ 9:45am  Truck #3 with already-assembled Back 2 School kits arrives at Broadway 
Armory Park. Volunteers will unload and sort the assembled school supply kits.   

 
§ 11:30am-1:00pm – Families arrive to pick up Back 2 School kits 

 
§ 1:30pm - 4:00pm YMCAs and partner organizations arrive to pick-up Back 2 School 

kits, which they’ll distribute to underserved students throughout the Chicago area 
 

§ TBD – B2SA gives out its 10 millionth school supply, which will be included in one 
of the kits being distributed on Wednesday. 

 
 

WHERE:  Broadway Armory Park | 5917 N Broadway |  Chicago, IL 60660 
 
WHY: The Back 2 School program was launched in 2007 to address the pressing needs of communities and the 
inequities in educational opportunities for children. In 2015 the nonprofit changed its’ name to Back 2 School Illinois 
(B2SI) to reflect the work of the organization. In the summer of 2018, B2SI expanded and launched Back 2 School 
America, to provide Back 2 School kits to children across the USA.  
 
Today, Back 2 School America (B2SA) continues to provide children of low-income households with free school 
supplies to help level the playing field and lessen the financial burden on their families and teachers.  
 
Back 2 School America partners with schools, government agencies and community organizations, such as the YMCA, 
to facilitate distribution of the Back 2 School kits and ensure that children from financially struggling households 
receive school supplies. 
 



 

 

Since its inception, the Back 2 School program has provided more than 300,000 children with their own school supply 
kits. The organization’s long-term goal is to make sure that all children in the USA are provided with the school 
supplies they need to succeed in the classroom and beyond.  
 
For more information and for details about additional upcoming events, please visit www.b2sa.org. 
 
NOTE:  THIS EVENT IS NOT OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 
 
Corporate sponsors for this event are Polsinelli, Nando’s and Whole Foods Market. 
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